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Mark Your Calendar!  
 

Next GT Meeting  
USOE September 11th  

South Board Room 
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

www.schools.utah.gov 
 

Education Interim Committee 
Utah Legislature 

May 21st 
Room C445 State Capitol 

2 p.m. –5 p.m. 
 

Intermountain Gifted Conference USU 
Logan, UT 

June 9-11th 
Speaker: Sally M. Reis 

www.giftedconference.org 
 

Rural Schools Conference  
Cedar City, Utah 

July 9-11th  
   Presenter: Deborah Burns 

 
USOE Ongoing Meetings  

High Ability Student Initiative (SB2) 
 

Welcome-Gerolynn Hargrove 
Welcomed the group and expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to work with Gifted and Talented coordinators.     
Gerolynn went over the agenda and a few accomplishments for the group such as the handbook, online CUSAP, SUU      
endorsement and on-going professional development.  
Recommendations in Utah-Paul Shepherd  
Paul works at Granite School District and spoke about planning & boundaries.  Paul shared a motivational story about   
working with faculty and knowing what’s going on in your school district. Paul spoke about differentiation and programs  
that have been introduced and explained how long the process takes. He encouraged coordinators to have teachers     
actively assess children to encourage educational growth. Coordinators can make a difference by offering awareness 
training for example: Advanced Readers Program. The group commented the districts should focus more on staffing,   
reviewing small successes but ultimately teachers have to find their niche. Group recommended USOE provide              
differentiation training for  curriculum coordinators, teachers and administrators.  
Promising GT Practices in Utah Schools-Team Group from Washington County School District 
Amy Salyer, Dr. LuAnne Forrest and Michael Haluska 
WCSD went over the three Tier model and exploratory programs and procedural elements. Identification, assessment, 
school-level program evaluation, reporting and advisory committees are  used at WCSD. Presenters explained good      
pressure from the NCLB & USOE and extension program as schema for “gifted children”.  WCSD’ discussed use of          
research-based professional development.  How professional learning community centers support study groups and peer 
coaching for teacher-leaders & mentor academies as well as professional development for conferences and district–level 
case studies.   
Education Interim Committee-Sue Savage-Sakashita 
Spoke about the committee business on civic and character education, International Baccalaureate  Program, class-size 
Reduction, Sunset Review & Grant Program for licensed teachers and invited  everyone in the group to attend this meeting 
on May 21, 2008 at the State Capitol, Room C445. 
BOE Updates-Jodi Stewart-Browning & Teri Mattson 
Gave background on Accelerated Learning Program (ALP), which started in early 1980’s and now includes principals, G/T 
consultant, and G/T teacher specialists. Jordan S.D. formed a committee to examine the historical foundations for the 
current JDS Gifted and Talented philosophy and programs. Jodi explained when the committee meets and how they identify 
the gifted learners and accelerated learners. Jordan S.D. provides a G/T magnet program to place gifted learners in    
magnet school 1st-9th grade classrooms. Jordan assesses and places gifted learners into the magnet program             
periodically rather than annually. Teri provided a timeline recommended for delayed start option. Jodi & Teri suggested   
the need for counselors and psychologists to be assigned to G/T learners as well as additional teacher specialist.          
They further recommended G/T endorsement classes be required and available to all magnet teachers.  Jordan S.D.’s     
final recommendation was for an advisory board be created to network with the executive director and district staff.  
Coordinator Meetings & Legislation-Brenda Burrell 
September  of 2008 thru May of 2009 Gifted & Talented meetings will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Dates and locations for next 
school year’s meetings are posted on the USOE website. Brenda explained the legislative process and timeline for the    
High Ability Student Initiative as well as her intentions for the group and processes and procedures at the USOE.   

Retirees Honored: Rebecca Odoardi, Jodi Stweart-Browing and Connie Jean Larsen.  

 Gifted & Talented  
Coordinator Meeting 

What’s NEW in  
Gifted & Talented ? 

Attendees: Amber Bowden, Amy Salyer, Barbara Langford, Brenda Burrell, Cheri Jepperson, Chris Fournier, Chris Snodgress, Claire Turner, Connie 
Jeanne Larsen, Dr. LuAnne Forrest, Gerolynn Hargrove, Ginny Smith, Jodi Stewart-Browning, Jonette Wheeler, Gayle James, Kathy Mackie, Kay 
Erwin, Kim Mellin, Kim, Lori Zubeck, Mark Dennison, Mark Dockins, Mary Fusselman, Maurine Donavan, Kim Melin, Missy MacKay Whiteurs, Paul 
Shepard, Peggy Crandall, Rebecca Odoardi, Scott Hunsaker, Sue Addams, Sue SavagesSakashita, Teri Mattson, and Val Pack.  

May 8th, 2008  
USOE South Board Room 

9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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